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 Welcome to AP World History.  You will find the study of world history fascinating.  It 

is the intention of the teacher and the program to help you build a greater wealth of knowledge 

about the subject in a variety of ways and develop strong academic skills that will allow you to 

be successful.  Enjoy! 

 

 

 

 



Purpose of the Summer Assignment 
 

1. To practice historical thinking skills. 

2. To learn content through primary and secondary source accounts. 

3. To practice reading complete historical texts (primary or secondary sources). 

4. To practice annotating (making notes) by highlighting or writing in the margins the main idea and 

supporting details for each document. 

5. To develop explicit and inferential questions. 

6. To answer explicit and inferential questions. 

7. To build upon skills learned in Grade 9 Global I Regents or Global I Honors. 

 

Instructions 
 

1. Read each document in the packet and do the following: 

 Identify the main idea and 1-2 supporting details or examples for each document.  Place your 

response on the space provided. 

 Develop one explicit and one inferential question.  Questions should be written out in the space 

provided following each document.   

 Be sure to look up the definition of explicit and inferential.  Explicit questions prompt an answer 

that can easily be extrapolated from the document.  Inferential questions require a more thoughtful 

response where the answer is not so easily stated in the document but inferred. 

 Answer the questions that you have developed in a complete sentence.  Include, as part of your 

answer, the leading question. 

 

Requirements 
 

1. Print out a copy of this assignment from your computer. 

2. Complete the work by following the instructions above. 

3. Keep an open mind.  You may actually enjoy this assignment. 

 

Deadline 
 

1. Submit your work by noon on Monday, August 15th, 2016 to Southampton High School main office.  

Place in teacher’s mailbox (Blanco). 

2. If you will be on vacation during that time please submit your work before the deadline.  Teacher will be 

picking up your work during the  afternoon on the 15
th
.. 

3. Lateness will result in deduction of points (10 points off for each week late). 

 

Grading Criteria 

 
1. Your written work will be judged on the quality of your note taking and the quality of your questions.  See 

rubric attached. 

2. Your assignment will count as a homework assignment. 

3. You will be tested on your skills and content knowledge learned from 9
th
 grade during the first week of 

school.  Teacher will give a brief review of 9
th
 grade material before test.  Summer assignment will help 

with background knowledge. 



 

Grading Criteria 

 

Quality of Note Taking 

Notes are clear, concise, and focused. 

 

__________ 4 __________ 3 __________ 2 __________ 1 

 

Quality of Questions Developed 

Questions are explicit and inferential. 

 

__________ 4 __________ 3 __________ 2 __________ 1 

 

Content Understanding 

Notes show content understanding by identifying the main idea (what is the document about?) and is historically 

accurate. 

 

__________ 4 __________ 3 __________ 2 ___________ 1 

 

Conventions of the English Language 

Notes follow the rules of grammar.   

 

__________ 4 __________ 3 __________ 2 __________ 1 

 

 

Scale 

 

4 Excellent 

3 Good 

2 Fair 

1 Needs Improvement 

 

 

Student Name 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Teacher Comment 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Homework Score 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



Document One 
 

… In the Mediterranean world, where there were not only salt deposits but a strong enough 

sun to dry sea salt, salting to preserve food was not a new idea. In preclassical times, Egyptians 
and Romans had salted fish and developed a thriving trade. Salted meats were popular, and 
Roman Gaul had been famous for salted and smoked hams. Before they turned to cod, the 
Basques had sometimes salted whale meat; salt whale was found to be good with peas, and 
the most prized part of the whale, the tongue, was also often salted. … 

 
Source: Mark Kurlansky, Cod, Penguin Books 

 

Main Idea (What is the document about?) 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Supporting Details (Provide an example that supports main idea.) 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Explicit Question and Answer (Create your own explicit question and then answer it.) 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Inferential Question and Answer (Create your own inferential question and then answer it.) 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



Document Two 
 

… One of the chief trade centers for salt in the ancient world was the fabled city of Timbuktu. 
Located on the southern edge of the Sahara Desert,  the city thrived on profits from the salt 
trade.… 

The salt trade made the city prosperous; in Africa, salt ranked with gold and slaves in value. 
For merchants to risk camels over hundreds  of miles of burning sand, the profits must have 
been enormous. Nor did the city squander [waste] its wealth. Timbuktu’s salt trade supported 
schools and  libraries; merchants  lived in fine houses; the  king paid handsome  salaries to 
judges, doctors, and clerics—all from profits on the three-hundred-pound salt cargo that each 
camel carried.… 

Source: Robert Kraske, Crystals of Life: The Story of Salt, Doubleday & Company 

 

Main Idea (What is the document about?) 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Supporting Details (Provide an example that supports main idea.) 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Explicit Question and Answer (Create your own explicit question and then answer it.) 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Inferential Question and Answer (Create your own inferential question and then answer it.) 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



Document Three 
 
Shi Huangdi, first emperor of the Qin dynasty, used warfare to weaken six of the seven warring states. His efforts to unify China 

led to the consolidation of his power. 

 

… The Qin [under Shi Huangdi] made many changes that were meant to unify China and aid in administrative tasks. 

First, the Qin implemented  a Legalist form of government, which was how the former Qin territory had been governed. 

The area was divided up in 36 commanderies which were  then  subdivided  into  counties.  These  commanderies  had  a  

civil governor,  a  military commander,  and an imperial inspector. The leaders of the commanderies had to report to 

the Emperor  in writing. The Legalist form of government  involved rewards and punishments  to keep order. Also, the 

state had absolute control over the people, and the former nobility lost all of their power. The nobility were also 

transplanted from their homes to the capital. Groups were formed of units of five to ten families, which then had a group 

responsibility for the wrongdoings of any individual within the group. … 

 

Source: “Qin Dynasty,” EMuseum, Minnesota State University at Mankato 

 
Main Idea (What is the document about?) 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Supporting Details (Provide an example that supports main idea.) 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Explicit Question and Answer (Create your own explicit question and then answer it.) 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Inferential Question and Answer (Create your own inferential question and then answer it.) 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 



Document Four 

 

Li Si was a strong supporter of legalism and served as the Grand Counselor to Emperor Shi 

Huangdi. In this passage, Li Si is responding to a scholar who has challenged the Emperor’s 

movement away from traditional values. 

 

… “I humbly propose that all historical records but those of Chin [Qin] be burned.  If anyone who is not a 

court scholar dares to keep the ancient songs, historical records or writings of the hundred  schools, these 

should be confiscated and burned by the provincial governor and army commander.  Those who in 

conversation dare  to quote  the  old songs and records  should be publicly executed; those who use old 

precedents  [examples] to oppose the new order  should have their families wiped out; and officers who 

know of such cases but fail to report them should be punished in the same way. 

“If thirty days after the issuing of this order the owners of these books have still not had them destroyed, 

they should have their faces tattooed and be condemned  to hard labour at the Great Wall. The only books 

which need not be destroyed are those dealing with medicine, divination and agriculture. Those who want 

to study the law can learn it from the officers.” The emperor sanctioned this proposal. … 

 

Source: Szuma Chien, Records of the Historian, The Commercial Press 

 
Main Idea (What is the document about?) 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Supporting Details (Provide an example that supports main idea.) 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Explicit Question and Answer (Create your own explicit question and then answer it.) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Inferential Question and Answer (Create your own inferential question and then answer it.) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 
Document Five 

Purposes  and Kinds of Roman Roads 
 

Why  did  the  Romans  build  roads? The  Romans  considered  a well-organized and  efficient 

transportation system a basic element of proper administration; i.e. an indispensable element 
in creating and maintaining the Roman state. The earliest highways or main roads were 
constructed for the use of the military, and their economic benefit for civilians was a later 
byproduct and not the main reason for their creation. The military nature of the roads 
continued to be essential as Romans expanded into territory outside Italy. In the province of 
Arabia Petraea (which included what is now Jordan), the  movement  of troops and ease of 
communication  for the  army and Roman administration  were the primary reasons for 
construction of the Via Nova, one of the many viae militares or military roads built in 
conquered  provinces. However, smaller, shorter, and less well-constructed  local roads (actus) 
or tracks (callis) also increased in territory after it was brought  under  Roman  control.  
Nevertheless,  the  main public highways (viae publicae) normally began as military roads and 
only gradually evolved into civilian conduits [passageways]. 

 

Source: Virtual Karak Resources Project, An Appalachian College Association (adapted) 

 

Main Idea (What is the document about?) 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Supporting Details (Provide an example that supports main idea.) 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Explicit Question and Answer (Create your own explicit question and then answer it.) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Inferential Question and Answer (Create your own inferential question and then answer it.) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 
Document Six 
 

...We can only marvel at the ability of the Sapa Inca [chief ruler] to control his vast domains, separated  as 

they were not only by long distances, but by dramatic changes in altitude.  Inca engineers  developed a 

massive road system over some of the most rugged terrain  on earth, a lattice [network] of highways and 

tracks that covered a staggering 19,000 miles (30,000 km). The Inca empire  could never have been  created  

without this communication  system that carried important officials, government correspondence,  entire 

armies, and all manner of commodities and trade goods. Road-building started long before Inca times, for 

earlier states like Chimor on the coast also needed  to connect dense concentrations  of farmers in widely 

separated  valleys. But the Incas vastly extended the network. The resulting lattice was a conceptual 

framework for the quipu makers, who used the sequences of sites on the roads to relate different areas to 

one another. Anthropologist John Murra has called these roads the “flag” of the Inca state, for they were a 

highly visible link between the individual and the remote central government. The same lattice of 

communication helped define symbolic alignments, link sacred shrines to the Temple of the Sun in Cuzco, 

and even separate different groups of people living near the capital…. 
 

Source: Brian M. Fagan, Kingdoms of Gold, Kingdoms of Jade: The Americas Before Columbus, 
Thames and Hudson 

 

Main Idea (What is the document about?) 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Supporting Details (Provide an example that supports main idea.) 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Explicit Question and Answer (Create your own explicit question and then answer it.) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Inferential Question and Answer (Create your own inferential question and then answer it.) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



 

 
Document Seven 
 

Tenochtitlán: Capital City of the Aztecs 
 

•  Tenochtitlán was crisscrossed by canals. 

•  Canals served as the major streets of the city. 

•  Merchant canoes carried goods to the city’s major market, Tlatelolco. 

•  Tribute in the form of gold, silver, beautiful feathers, cocoa, bark paper, as well as 

victims for human sacrifice were brought into Tenochtitlán on the canals. 
 
 
Main Idea (What is the document about?) 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Supporting Details (Provide an example that supports main idea.) 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Explicit Question and Answer (Create your own explicit question and then answer it.) 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Inferential Question and Answer (Create your own inferential question and then answer it.) 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



 

Document Eight 
 

…In the period from 1180–1220, Mongolia experienced a drop in the mean annual temperature, which meant  

that the growing season for grass was cut short. Less grass meant  a real danger to  the  Mongols’  

animals,  and,  since  the  animals  were  truly  the  basis  of  the  Mongols’ pastoral-nomadic life, this 

ecological threat may have prompted  them to move out of Mongolia. 

A second  reason  often  mentioned  is the  attempt  by Mongolia’s  neighbors  in  north  and northwest 

China to reduce the amount of trade with the Mongols. Since the Mongols depended on  trade  for  goods 

that  they  desperately  needed—such  as grain,  craft,  and  manufactured articles—cessation [halting] of 

trade, or at least the diminution [reduction] of trade, could have been catastrophic for them. The attempts 

by the Jin dynasty, which controlled North China, and the Xia dynasty, which controlled Northwest China, to 

reduce the level of trade that the Mongols could expect, created a crisis for the Mongols. Unable to obtain 

goods that they so desperately needed,  the Mongols’ response was to initiate raids, attacks, and finally 

invasions against these two dynasties.… 
 

Source: “The Mongols in World History,” Asian Topics in World History online, Columbia University (adapted) 
 

Main Idea (What is the document about?) 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Supporting Details (Provide an example that supports main idea.) 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Explicit Question and Answer (Create your own explicit question and then answer it.) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Inferential Question and Answer (Create your own inferential question and then answer it.) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



Document Nine 
 

A common  misconception  is that  the  semiliterate  Mongols  came  out  of the  steppes  
of Mongolia, quickly conquered  far more advanced civilizations, and left the government in 
each area in the hands of the conquered.  While Chinese bureaucrats  still did their jobs and the 
local Persian  rulers  stayed in power as long as they did not  cause the  Mongols any 
trouble,  the situation was much more complex.… 

The Mongols used qualified people wherever they were needed.  It was not unusual to 
have Arabs serving in Russia or Persians in China. Still, the Mongols preferred  not to tinker too 
much with systems that worked well. When Yelu Qucai (1189–1243), the great minister and 
governor of northern  China, demonstrated  how much wealth the region could produce for 
Ögödei Khan, the Mongols kept his system in place.… 

In smaller provincial territories,  many local rulers maintained  their  position, serving as 
the local daruqachi or shahna [governor]. As long as they paid tribute, provided troops when 
called upon, came before the khan to pledge their loyalty, and kept good order in their 
territories, they remained in their positions. For the Mongols, it made good sense, as the local 
rulers knew the customs of their people.… 

 
Source: Timothy May, “Taking Control,” Calliope, A Cobblestone Publication 

Main Idea (What is the document about?) 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Supporting Details (Provide an example that supports main idea.) 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Explicit Question and Answer (Create your own explicit question and then answer it.) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Inferential Question and Answer (Create your own inferential question and then answer it.) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Document Ten 
 

. . . Wherever they went, the Moslems brought with them their love of art, beauty, and learning. From about 

the eighth to the eleventh century, their culture was superior in many ways to that of western Christendom. 

Some of the finest centers of Moslem life were established in Spain. In Cordova, the streets were solidly 

paved, while at the same time in Paris people waded ankle-deep in mud after a rain. Cordovan public lamps 

lighted roads for as far as ten miles; yet seven hundred  years later there was still not a single public lamp in 

London! 

Some Spanish Moslems had homes with marble balconies and courts with lovely waterfalls. Bedrooms 

were vaulted with stained glass and speckled with gold. And metal pipes carried water into marble baths. 

Nearly every mosque had a public school in which the children of the poor were taught. Many Moslem 

libraries were excellent; the catalogue of one caliph’s  library filled forty volumes. In addition,  the  

followers of Mohammed  achieved  much  in science,  particularly  in chemistry, astronomy, mathematics, 

and medicine. . . . 
 

Source: Daniel Roselle, A World History: A Cultural Approach, Ginn and Company (adapted) 

 
Main Idea (What is the document about?) 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Supporting Details (Provide an example that supports main idea.) 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Explicit Question and Answer (Create your own explicit question and then answer it.) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Inferential Question and Answer (Create your own inferential question and then answer it.) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 



Full Length Historical Document 

 

Instructions: 

1. Read the entire document, Universal Declaration of Human Rights.  Annotate in the 
margins along the way. 

2. Select 5 articles and for each: 

a. Interpret its meaning in your own words.  You can do this in the margin.  However, 

place your final answer in the space provided following this document. 

b. Explain, in 1-3 sentences, why you chose this article.  Record your answer in the 

space provided following this document. 

 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

Preamble 

Whereas recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all 

members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world,   

Whereas disregard and contempt for human rights have resulted in barbarous acts which 

have outraged the conscience of mankind, and the advent of a world in which human 

beings shall enjoy freedom of speech and belief and freedom from fear and want has been 

proclaimed as the highest aspiration of the common people,  Whereas it is essential, if man 

is not to be compelled to have recourse, as a last resort, to rebellion against tyranny and 

oppression, that human rights should be protected by the rule of law,  Whereas it is 

essential to promote the development of friendly relations between nations,  Whereas the 

peoples of the United Nations have in the Charter reaffirmed their faith in fundamental 

human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person and in the equal rights of men 

and women and have determined to promote social progress and better standards of life in 

larger freedom,  Whereas Member States have pledged themselves to achieve, in 

cooperation with the United Nations, the promotion of universal respect for and observance 

of human rights and fundamental freedoms,  Whereas a common understanding of these 

rights and freedoms is of the greatest importance for the full realization of this pledge,  Now, 

therefore,  The General Assembly,  Proclaims this Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

as a common standard of achievement for all peoples and all nations, to the end that every 

individual and every organ of society, keeping this Declaration constantly in mind, shall 

strive by teaching and education to promote respect for these rights and freedoms and by 



progressive measures, national and international, to secure their universal and effective 

recognition and observance, both among the peoples of Member States themselves and 

among the peoples of territories under their jurisdiction.   

 

Article I   

All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with 

reason and conscience and should act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood.   

 

Article 2   

Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration, without 

distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other 

opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status.   

Furthermore, no distinction shall be made on the basis of the political, jurisdictional or 

international status of the country or territory to which a person belongs, whether it be 

independent, trust, non-self-governing or under any other limitation of sovereignty.   

 

Article 3   

Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person.   

 

Article 4   

No one shall be held in slavery or servitude; slavery and the slave trade shall be prohibited 

in all their forms.   

 

Article 5   

No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 

punishment.    

     



Article 6   

Everyone has the right to recognition everywhere as a person before the law.   

 

Article 7   

All are equal before the law and are entitled without any discrimination to equal protection of 

the law. All are entitled to equal protection against any discrimination in violation of this 

Declaration and against any incitement to such discrimination.   

 

Article 8   

Everyone has the right to an effective remedy by the competent national tribunals for acts 

violating the fundamental rights granted him by the constitution or by law.   

 

Article 9   

No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest, detention or exile.   

 

Article 10   

Everyone is entitled in full equality to a fair and public hearing by an independent and 

impartial tribunal, in the determination of his rights and obligations and of any criminal 

charge against him.   

 

Article 11   

1. Everyone charged with a penal offence has the right to be presumed innocent until 

proved guilty according to law in a public trial at which he has had all the guarantees 

necessary for his defence.   

2. No one shall be held guilty of any penal offence on account of any act or omission which 

did not constitute a penal offence, under national or international law, at the time when it 

was committed. Nor shall a heavier penalty be imposed than the one that was applicable at 

the time the penal offence was committed.  



Article 12   

No one shall be subjected to arbitrary interference with his privacy, family, home or 

correspondence, nor to attacks upon his honour and reputation. Everyone has the right to 

the protection of the law against such interference or attacks.   

 

Article 13   

1. Everyone has the right to freedom of movement and residence within the borders of each 

State.   

2. Everyone has the right to leave any country, including his own, and to return to his 

country.   

 

Article 14   

1. Everyone has the right to seek and to enjoy in other countries asylum from persecution.   

2. This right may not be invoked in the case of prosecutions genuinely arising from non-

political crimes or from acts contrary to the purposes and principles of the United Nations.   

 

Article 15   

1. Everyone has the right to a nationality.   

2. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his nationality nor denied the right to change his 

nationality.   

 

Article 16    

1. Men and women of full age, without any limitation due to race, nationality or religion, have 

the right to marry and to found a family. They are entitled to equal rights as to marriage, 

during marriage and at its dissolution.   

2. Marriage shall be entered into only with the free and full consent of the intending 

spouses.   

3. The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is entitled to 

protection by society and the State.   



Article 17   

1. Everyone has the right to own property alone as well as in association with others.   

2. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his property.   

 

Article 18   

Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; this right includes 

freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedom, either alone or in community with 

others and in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship 

and observance.   

 

Article 19   

Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes freedom to 

hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas 

through any media and regardless of frontiers.   

 

Article 20   

1. Everyone has the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and association.   

2. No one may be compelled to belong to an association.   

 

Article 21    

1. Everyone has the right to take part in the government of his country, 

directly or through freely chosen representatives.   

2. Everyone has the right to equal access to public service in his country.   

3. The will of the people shall be the basis of the authority of government; this will shall be 

expressed in periodic and genuine elections which shall be by universal and equal suffrage 

and shall be held by secret vote or by equivalent free voting procedures.   

 

 

 



Article 22   

Everyone, as a member of society, has the right to social security and is entitled to 

realization, through national effort and international co-operation and in accordance with the 

organization and resources of each State, of the economic, social and cultural rights 

indispensable for his dignity and the free development of his personality.   

 

Article 23   

1. Everyone has the right to work, to free choice of employment, to just and favourable 

conditions of work and to protection against unemployment.   

2. Everyone, without any discrimination, has the right to equal pay for equal work.   

3. Everyone who works has the right to just and favourable remuneration ensuring for 

himself and his family an existence worthy of human dignity, and supplemented, if 

necessary, by other means of social protection.   

4. Everyone has the right to form and to join trade unions for the protection of his interests.   

 

Article 24   

Everyone has the right to rest and leisure, including reasonable limitation of working hours 

and periodic holidays with pay.    

        

      Article 25   

1. Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and well-being of 

himself and of his family, including food, clothing, housing and medical care and necessary 

social services, and the right to security in the event of unemployment, sickness, disability, 

widowhood, old age or other lack of livelihood in circumstances beyond his control.   

2. Motherhood and childhood are entitled to special care and assistance. All children, 

whether born in or out of wedlock, shall enjoy the same social protection.   

 

 

 

 



Article 26   

1. Everyone has the right to education. Education shall be free, at least in the elementary 

and fundamental stages. Elementary education shall be compulsory. Technical and 

professional education shall be made generally available and higher education shall be 

equally accessible to all on the basis of merit.   

2. Education shall be directed to the full development of the human personality and to the 

strengthening of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. It shall promote 

understanding, tolerance and friendship among all nations, racial or religious groups, and 

shall further the activities of the United Nations for the maintenance of peace.   

3. Parents have a prior right to choose the kind of education that shall be given to their 

children.   

 

Article 27   

1. Everyone has the right freely to participate in the cultural life of the community, to enjoy 

the arts and to share in scientific advancement and its benefits.    

2. Everyone has the right to the protection of the moral and material interests resulting from 

any scientific, literary or artistic production of which he is the author.   

 

Article 28   

Everyone is entitled to a social and international order in which the rights and freedoms set 

forth in this Declaration can be fully realized.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Article 29   

1. Everyone has duties to the community in which alone the free and full development of his 

personality is possible.   

2. In the exercise of his rights and freedoms, everyone shall be subject only to such 

limitations as are determined by law solely for the purpose of securing due recognition and 

respect for the rights and freedoms of others and of meeting the just requirements of 

morality, public order and the general welfare in a democratic society.   

3. These rights and freedoms may in no case be exercised contrary to the purposes and 

principles of the United Nations.   

 

Article 30   

Nothing in this Declaration may be interpreted as implying for any State, group or person 

any right to engage in any activity or to perform any act aimed at the destruction of any of 

the rights and freedoms set forth herein.    
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